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What does our Progression for 
Languages look like? Why?

Our French curriculum follows the Catherine Cheater scheme of learning 
which has been deliberately sequenced to build upon prior knowledge 
and allow for a progression of skills.

By using the Catherine Cheater scheme, we know our pupils will have 
embedded the skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing in French 
to allow them to learn new languages in the future. 

The pillars of progression are: phonics, grammar and vocabulary. The 
scheme brings these together in 4 modalities : listening, speaking, reading 
and writing.
 
Our progression map shows the vocabulary learnt in each year group and 
how the vocabulary is built upon in each year group.



What does our Progression for 
Languages look like? Why?

Using the Catherine Cheater Scheme gives use the following strengths:

• Explicit development of phonics and pronunciation using a systematic approach – phonics 
teaching and pronunciation.  Clear planned progression.

• Vocabulary is introduced systematically and is revisited regularly in different contexts.  Clear 
planned progression.

• Clear sequence of grammar which is revisited regularly.
• Opportunities for children to manipulate language themselves (not just rehearsed exchanges) 

and to start to apply basic grammatical understanding on their own.
• Reading, writing, speaking and listening activities are planned for new vocabulary and learning.
• Lots of repetition of vocabulary and grammar so children can remember – know more and 

remember more.
• Lessons include previously learned material.  Lessons build on language, step by step.
• We include lessons on French culture/intercultural understanding/links with other countries…
• We give the children opportunities to explore and celebrate their own languages and cultures.



What does our Progression of French 
Vocabulary look like? Why?

Our progression map shows the vocabulary learnt in each year 
group and how the vocabulary is built upon in each year group.



What does our Progression of French 
Vocabulary look like? Why?



What does our Progression for 
Languages look like? Why?

Planning overview – Catherine 
Cheater scheme of work for French.



What does our Progression for MFL 
look like? Why?

We have taken the broad KS2 
attainment targets and broken 
them down into Year groups.
This is in a little more detail than 
the progression provided in the 
scheme.



What does our Progression for MFL 
look like? Why?

Our progression map for 
Languages ensures that steps in 
learning between year groups for 
all aspects of the subject are 
incremental to support sound 
understanding and long term 
recall. 



What does our Progression for 
Langauges look like? Why?

The broad KS2 attainment targets 
have been broken down into year 
groups.



What does our Progression for 
Languages look like? Why?



•How is learning sequenced from Year 
3 to Year 6? Why?

Our clear sequence for learning begins in 
Year 3 where there is a focus on 
developing the basics of language 
learning.  Starting with single words and 
building up to more complex phrases.

Vocabulary is introduced systematically, 
modelled and repeated through planned 
learning opportunities to embed its use

Explicit and systematic development of 
phonics development and 
pronunciation.



•How have we sequenced learning from Year 3 
to Year 6? Why?

Clear sequence and progression 
of grammar – revisited regularly.



•How have we sequenced learning from Year 3 to 
Year 6? Why?

Key 
vocabulary 
identified is 
explicitly 
taught.   

Phonic progression – 
explicitly taught.

Grammar – explicitly taught 
and progression evident.

Opportunities 
for listening, 
speaking, 
reading and 
writing within 
lessons.



•How have we sequenced learning 
from Year 3 to Year 6? Why?

Opportunities 
for listening, 
speaking, 
reading and 
writing within 
lessons.

Learning outcomes 
are planned for so 
that misconceptions 
are dealt with as soon 
as possible.



•How do children demonstrate that they 
know more and remember more?

At the beginning of lessons, children are asked to recall prior learning.

Throughout lessons there is repetition and revisiting of vocabulary, grammar and 
phonics.

Assessment is continuous and formative.  Informs future planning.



How do we ensure inclusion in Primary 
Languages?

• All children are included in every lesson.
• Children don’t miss French lessons for interventions, etc.
• Adaptation of teaching, eg use of adapted sheets, practical resources,
• Use of speaking and writing frames.
• Scaffolded writing tasks.
• TA support.
• Lots of focus on speaking and listening activities to begin with. Enables more to thrive.
• Multi-sensory approach
• Strong focus on songs, rhymes, games, stories…
• Visual/kinaesthetic approaches.
• Lots of repetition of key words/phrases.  Over-learning by all
• Opportunities throughout lessons/sequences of lessons to practise and recap learning.
• Partner/paired/group activities.  Choral responses/whole-class response…
• Use of cognates/near cognates.
• EAL children can use previous knowledge of how languages work to shine.
• Languages can boost self esteem as all children starting from same point.
• Growth mindset/learning through mistakes



What policy decisions have we made about Languages?

• Primary Languages are recognised as important, exciting and a part of a broad and balanced curriculum .   French is taught in 
all KS2 classes.  A love of languages is encouraged.

• Teaching and Learning must engage through assAFL; Teacher’s toolkit (Market Place / Quick on the Draw etc);

• Vocabulary, Grammar and Phonics are the pillars of progression – must be taught explicitly and assessed ongoing

• Investment in high quality resourcing throughout – lots of resources in PPA room and classrooms

• Opportunities to experience languages before KS2 – enrichment time in KS1 and throughout KS2 plus KS1 French club. Spanish 
club trialled.

• Use of displays in KS2 – referred to in lessons.

• Home/First languages are celebrated – whole school posters.  Individual class activities, International Mother tongue day…

• Languages is part of whole school improvement planning

• Support for new/less confident teachers - Expertise shared – meetings, team teaching, notes, enrichment.

• Growth mindset/Stretch zone – recognition that pupils need to practise, make mistakes, learn from these…

• French books kept throughout KS2.



How have we constructed and 
renewed the curriculum for Primary 
Languages?

• Subject leader Training: Stockport LA

•  Planning monitoring

• Pupil voice

• Book Looks

• Enrichment time

• Support for new staff

• Brief summary of the story so far: Scheme selected, changes made, new staff, staff changes, 
covid…



Next steps for the development of 
Primary Languages?

•Continue to support new staff / staff who move to a new year group / 
less confident members of staff

• Investigate further links with BHS



Ladybrook Loves Languages!



Progression…




