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Our 
school

 intention
 for RE



What does our Progression for RE 
look like? Why?

We follow the Agreed Syllabus 2022-2027.

We find that this is reflective of the population and 
allows all learners to share their experiences and to 
learn from one another and the religions and beliefs 
in our community. 

We want to ensure that RE is responsive to the 
changing nature of schools and education, as well as 
the wider world.

We use this document as a backbone to shape our RE 
curriculum, its progression and generating key 
questions.



What does our Progression for RE 
look like? Why?

The RE curriculum focuses on core concepts:

• We have selected key ideas and concepts at the heart of religious and non-religious worldviews.
 
• We intend (through careful planning and sequencing) to explore these from different 
perspectives to enrich understanding.

• In general, we focus on providing children with a deeper (rather than broader) experience. RE 
has a uniqueness in the sense that it does not necessarily focus on coverage – the focus is on 
understanding.

This is shown in the progression from content coverage in Year 1, to the more abstract concepts in 
Years 5 and 6. We want our RE curriculum to shape our children into thinkers.



What does our Progression for RE 
look like? Why?

A snapshot of our starting 
point in EYFS:



What does our Progression for RE 
look like? Why?

Selecting our units:
• We have chosen our key questions from 

Year 1-6 from the Agreed Syllabus. 

• These have been pieced together so that 
there is a logical progression and 
deepening of understanding of religions 
and ‘big concepts’ as children move 
through the school.

• This builds from more knowledge-based 
content in the earlier years, to more 
conceptual learning as the children 
develop as thinkers.

Larger sections are broken down into Year 1 and Year 2 components. 
E.g. Question 1.1 is asked in both Year 1 and 2, but with a different focus and 
learning that develops from the previous year.



What does our Progression for RE 
look like? Why?

Linking to core concepts:
• We have identified the core 

concepts for four of the 
major world religions (as 
directed in the Agreed 
Syllabus).

• Our learning questions are 
then explicitly linked to 
elements of these.

• We aim to cover all of the 
core concepts throughout 
the children’s journey at 
Ladybrook.

Core concepts that are encompassed in these 
questions that must be covered in the 
planning/sequencing of lessons.

Questions taken from Agreed Syllabus with 
explicit links to the selected religion.



What does our Progression for RE 
look like? Why?

Linking to core concepts:
• We have identified the core 

concepts for four of the 
major world religions (as 
directed in the Agreed 
Syllabus).

• Our learning questions are 
then explicitly linked to 
elements of these.

• We aim to cover all of the 
core concepts throughout 
the children’s journey at 
Ladybrook.

Core concepts not covered the 
previous year are introduced at the 
appropriate time to deepen 
learning.



Progression of skills and understanding 
throughout school: 

• Give pupils opportunities to reflect 
upon their own personal responses to 
our big questions. 

• Our aim is for pupils to be able to 
articulate their personal beliefs, ideas, 
values and experiences while 
respecting those of others that may 
differ.

What does our Progression for RE 
look like? Why?



Example of ‘Easter’ themed work in Reception and in Year 5:

What does our Progression for RE 
look like? Why?



What essential knowledge* do we 
want our children to acquire?

We have identified the 
essential knowledge which 
our units of work enable 
children to learn. 

Factual knowledge is 
presented to the children 
in a precise and concise 
way. 

*Knowledge includes facts, 
familiarity with situations 
and practical skills.

This is all included within 
our key concepts.



What does our Progression of 
vocabulary look like within RE? Why?

Vocabulary is introduced, modelled and repeated through planned learning opportunities to embed its use.

Each year group has identified key vocabulary that the children will then build on in the following years.

Below is an example of key vocabulary identified across year groups’ planning. Our staff have collaborated to select 
the essential vocabulary which then progresses in complexity throughout the years.

Y1

Y6

Y3



How have we sequenced learning 
from EYFS to Year 6? Why?

The sequencing of our RE curriculum has 
been done in such a way that:

• Children know and understand the 
key elements of major religious (and 
non-religious) worldviews.

• They can then use this knowledge to 
express ideas and insights about the 
nature, significance and impact of 
these worldviews.

The goal is that, by Year 6, children have 
gained significant understanding and can 
deploy the skills needed to engage 
seriously with these worldviews.

Sequencing 
example from one 
year group 
demonstrating the 
key knowledge that 
must be learnt first 
in order to progress 
to the next unit.



How have we sequenced learning 
from EYFS to Year 6? Why?

Our sequence of lessons in a unit of 
work begin with recapping prior 
knowledge as a baseline for new 
learning.

Lessons are connected with prior 
learning influencing and supporting the 
next concepts taught. 

Learning outcomes are planned for so that misconceptions are dealt with as soon as possible and deeper connections 
can be made.



How do children demonstrate that they 
know more and remember more?

As a team, we have agreed meanings 
of key terms used in planning and 
assessing the children’s knowledge 
for clarification and consistency 
across year groups.

We build in ‘revisit’ tasks at the 
beginning of each session to recall, 
practise and apply key vocabulary 
given in lessons.



How do we ensure inclusion in RE?
Resourcing:

- Visitors to the classroom and visits to places of worship.

- Displays of key quotations, symbols from different faith traditions and respectfully presented religious artefacts.

- Inclusion keywords from each religious and non-religious worldview studied whether this be regular. recapping in each 
lesson, matching games or use of working walls/displays. 

Adaption of teaching:

- Interesting images, videos and sound clips to give all learners an equal entry into the theme of the lesson and encourages 
all to share their perceptions. (Images and symbolism play a large part in our RE experience).

- Differentiated tasks when appropriate (e.g. cloze or simple sequencing tasks), that still demonstrate the core learning.

- Inclusion of quote walls where children’s comments are recorded.

- Use of roleplay and lived experience whenever possible to immerse learners.

Impact of approach:

- Learners with SEND (or otherwise) who shine at oral work are highlighted and valued.

- Low stakes created with the use of images and interpretation, making all children feel comfortable to 
contribute.

- Practical, active learning allows for a deeper understanding of concepts taught, as well as a meaningful, 
memorable experience.



How do we ensure inclusion in RE?

Images for children’s 
interpretation 
(always preceded by 
class discussion and 
sharing).

Use of icons and symbols to create meaningful links and 
allow children to remember ideas/content independently. 
(Made explicit in teaching).



What policy decisions have we made 
about RE?

The syllabus reinforces the importance of RE as an academic discipline. It will enable understanding of 
concepts and the development of skills and attitudes so that our pupils can explore wider issues of religion 
and belief. 

The syllabus offers an inclusive education to all young people, whatever their personal worldviews might be. 

This syllabus prepares the children and young people of our area for active citizenship in a diverse and rapidly 
changing world. It also explores some aspects of British values in relation to religions and world views which 
tie into our school values and ‘thunk’ questions. 



How have we constructed and 
renewed the curriculum for RE?

• Subject leader Training: Our subject leader attends termly RE Network meetings to discuss and share ideas, 
reflect on schools’ practice and ask any questions regarding the content and delivery of the Stockport Agreed 
Syllabus.

• Staff Development: All decisions made regarding changes and adaptations to planning/content are made 
through whole-staff collaboration. Knowledge and expertise are shared and utilised in order to produce high 
quality curriculum progression.

• Use of outside Expertise: We often consult with officials sources such as local mosques and churches in 
order to ensure our delivery is both accurate and thorough. At Ladybrook, we are also often looking for 
families to come in as speakers to share their experiences of religion as well as provide a personal view of 
how their religion shapes their daily lives.

A brief summary of the story so far:


