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Why is it so important to us that we 
teach reading well? 

Why is Reading so important? 

The impact of being able to read extends beyond simply having a set of skills. The benefits of being able to read, and of being a reader 
(one who
enjoys reading and chooses to do it) are far reaching, such as:

▪ Neurological: 
Reading helps to develop the learner’s brain and increases their memory function.
▪ Educational: 
As well as giving the learner access to text-based learning across all subject areas and in all lessons, reading improves attention spans and 
leads to better concentration.
▪ Psychologically: 
Reading helps children to grow in self-confidence and independence. 
Reading offers a greater insight into human nature and decision-making; through the texts they read, learners develop a greater 
understanding of the world around them, and a better sense of self.
▪ Socially: 
Being a reader increases the learner’s social status among their peers as well as their self-image and self-confidence.
Reading also develops a better understanding of other cultures and can lead to better community participation.
▪ Linguistically: 
Learners develop richer vocabulary, correct grammar, improved writing, better spelling, and articulate verbal communication.



How have we constructed and 
renewed the curriculum for Literacy?

• Subject leader Training: Stockport LA, Year 6 SATS writing / Reading cluster leader

• Staff Training: Emma Earnshaw (inclusion), ‘in school’ training and moderation, Rebecca Bell

• Use of outside Expertise: Rebecca Bell (DEAL) , Amy Sartou (Diversity) 

• The story so far: Reading and Writing Scheme developed in school; Dyslexia Friendly Schools award – highest 
level accreditation 



What does our Progression for 
Literacy look like? Why?

Our starting point for progression 
starts in Nursery and Reception. 
We introduce relevant EYFS 
Framework objectives from 
‘communication and language’ 
and ‘literacy’

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lFopbR-E-CziW1hN-hBVYo7b8g5hiVMN/edit


What does our Progression for 
Literacy (Reading) look like? Why?

Our progression map for reading 
has been designed by the team to 
ensure that steps in learning 
between year groups for all 
aspects of the subject are 
incremental to support sound 
understanding and long term 
recall. This includes skills and 
knowledge. 
For example, the acquisition of 
phonics and decoding skills is just 
one area of reading, as an 
example, that has been planned 
to build from nursery to Year 6. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lFopbR-E-CziW1hN-hBVYo7b8g5hiVMN/edit


What does our Progression for 
Literacy (Reading) look like? Why?

Children start school being immersed 
in books as well as phase one phonics 
– this starts in our nursery. In fact by 
summer children usually have a 
reading book.  Focussed reading 
sessions start as 1:1 before moving to 
reciprocal reading. All reading 
documentation shows the progress of 
skills from EYFS 🡪 Year 6 

Children are carefully monitored 
throughout their reading journey 
using our reading records 

Books are carefully chosen to support 
Phonics teaching in the early stages of 
reading

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/152QPes6yjDxiBCXDDmTbPH29gU277GFe
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1fnlNZKboTqZs2tlXIUGEqZ5nAHefz2cD


What essential reading skills do we 
want our children to acquire?

In reading, we have identified 
the essential skills for our year 
groups which enable children 
to learn to read confidently – 
decoding, inference and 
deduction,  sight vocabulary, 
phonics 

These have been based on NC 
expectations.

Developmentally appropriate 
and year group reading  skills 
are used within group reading, 
individual reading and reading 
conferences. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OHX2qZfHDr2OoqVf_poW-LaysbkJufc-/edit


How do we ensure a range of quality and 
diverse texts are used across the key 
stages?

High quality texts have 
been carefully chosen to 
support the curriculum, 
the  developmental age of 
the children and  to 
demonstrate a range of 
styles and authors. This is 
reviewed regularly



How do we promote a love of 
reading?

It is important to us that children ‘want to read’ and that they develop a skill set that allows them to 
read for enjoyment and for learning.  How do we do this? 
✔ High quality, diverse texts
✔ A well stocked library and book corner 
✔ ERIC 
✔ A library designed by the children themselves
✔ Reading buddies
✔ Visits to libraries
✔ Author  visits – both narrative and poets
✔ Reading conferences to share books
✔ Teacher recommendation moments 
✔ Recommended books… ‘If you like this….then try this …..’ 
✔ Book fairs – Year 6 run these events 
✔ A clear set of reading guidelines 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D2rGLbTxi93AmrHb0xQuak2dn0ds52bW/edit


What does our Progression for 
Literacy (technical writing skills) look 
like? Why?

Technical skills for writing such as 
spelling, grammar, punctuation and 
handwriting are taught explicitly 
through a planned programme 
whilst also being interwoven into 
composition within genres that 
lend themselves to practice the 
skill eg sequencing conjunctions 
with recounts.
This starts in EYFS 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bvjdbX9bEIsOM-kxSIafjyxTC5UonGWb/edit


What does our Progression for Literacy 
(writing composition skills) look like? 
Why?

In writing, we have identified the 
genres of writing that children will 
need throughout other subject 
learning and into high school eg 
explanations are common in science.

Our writing curriculum therefore 
introduces these genres at an age 
appropriate level and is cyclical so 
each genre is revisited – on each 
revisit it become more sophisticated. 
This allows our children to write 
confidently for a different range of 
audiences and for different purposes 
by the time they leave us. 



How have we sequenced learning (writing 
composition)from EYFS to Year 6? Why?

Our clear sequence for learning begins 
in Nursery and Reception. where we 
have designed a rich early years’ 
curriculum inspired by high quality 
picture books.

Broad themes for a half term / term are 
shared between the 2 classes.

In nursery and reception the children 
revisit all of these styles of writing on 
many occasions within all terms. 

Vocabulary is introduced, modelled and 
repeated through planned learning 
opportunities to embed its use

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WbfGgEWuHk3QBYc6UPfMDYKvSGoP8bh3gWjn2sG5mfg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WbfGgEWuHk3QBYc6UPfMDYKvSGoP8bh3gWjn2sG5mfg/edit


How have we sequenced learning (writing 
composition) from EYFS to Year 6? Why?

Genres are revisited on a cyclical basis – each year group 
building on the learning and writing skills of the previous 
year group. This also supports our reading curriculum – each 
genre begins by an analysis of a successful, age appropriate 
text. 

From Year 1 onward, writing is split into blocks – with at 
least three genres taught each term. The skills for the 
genre are specific to each year group but may be taught 
in different ways eg narrative immersion, Talk for 
Writing or WMG

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WbfGgEWuHk3QBYc6UPfMDYKvSGoP8bh3gWjn2sG5mfg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WbfGgEWuHk3QBYc6UPfMDYKvSGoP8bh3gWjn2sG5mfg/edit


How do children know what is 
expected of them in writing? 

In writing, we have identified 
the essential knowledge within 
our units of work which enable 
children to learn to read and 
write confidently. 

These have been based on NC 
expectations and end of Yr 2 / 
6 teacher assessment 
frameworks 

Developmentally appropriate 
writing skills are shared with 
children via their target cards

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AYCpcylg5vmCoA1-7-GzHlbNlJqeHBPw


How do we ensure inclusion in 
Literacy?

• Upskilling teachers and teaching assistants

• Supporting parents 

• A growth mindset culture 

• Resourcing

• Impact of approach

• Adaption of teaching

• An enabling environment

• Specific strategies eg Dyslexia Friendly techniques and resources 

• Scaffolding and modelling 

• Peer support

• Pre-teaching of vocabulary  



•How do children demonstrate that they 
know more and remember more?

• Reading Scheme – age related book bands

• Reciprocal Reading

• PIRA termly assessments

• Spelling Scheme and tests

• Internal and external writing moderation

• Summative data – end of EYFS and Year 6

• Subject leader pupil Voice 

• Meeting targets on target cards 

• Whole school progress displays 

• Data Analysis – Perspective Lite 

• Pupil Progress Meetings

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AYCpcylg5vmCoA1-7-GzHlbNlJqeHBPw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fp18dqeeE1JatYVAvRTjbNoF0tWK2jhg/edit


What policy decisions have we made 
about Literacy?

• Literacy is recognised for its value across all subjects 

• Teaching and Learning must engage through quality reciprocal reading sessions, 1:1 
reading, narrative immersions, talk for Writing, What Makes Good… 

•Oracy is a priority within our curriculum design – it must be practised in order to write 
well

• Investment in high quality resourcing throughout – books updated regularly, quality 
dictionaries and thesauri, well stocked library, investment in authors and poets, Dyslexia 
Friendly spelling scheme 

•Opportunities to write for real purposes eg Yr 6 writing short stories for Year 3

•Analysis of a quality text to trigger all writing blocks 


