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What does our Progression for Music 
look like? Why?

Our Music curriculum follows the Charanga scheme of learning which has been deliberately 
sequenced to build upon prior knowledge and allow for a progression of skills.

The pillars of progression are: Listening and appraising, Musical activities – creating and exploring, 
Singing, playing instruments and performing.

By using the Charanga scheme, we know our pupils will have embedded these skills. 



What does our Progression for Music 
look like? Why?

Using the Charanga Scheme gives use the following strengths:

• Clear and simple step by step approach.
• Supports all the requirements of the NC.
• Designed to be suited to both music specialists and non-musicians.
• Built in assessments
• Repetition and revisiting of vocabulary and skills
• All classes are introduced to musicians from a range of periods, cultures and genres.
• All children learn to play an instrument



What does our Progression for Music 
look like? Why?

Our starting point in Nursery and 
Reception is to introduce relevant 
EYFS Framework objectives from 
Expressive Arts and Design, 



What does our Progression for Music 
look like? Why?

Our progression map for Music 
has been designed using the 
scheme to ensure that steps in 
learning between year groups for 
all aspects of the subject are 
incremental to support sound 
understanding and long term 
recall. For example, the 
acquisition of the skills of 
listening and appraising has been 
planned to build from Year 1 to 
Year 6.



What does our Progression for Music 
look like? Why?

There is a clear sequence for learning objectives from Nursery to Year 6 .  
Musical skills and knowledge are taught progressively in all year groups. 
Charanga is well embedded in practice, providing clear structure, 
appropriate vocabulary and challenge to enable non-specialists to teach 
listening and appraising and musical activity with some confidence. Music 
elements such as notation are taught progressively. All children have access 
to a musical instrument and notation is recognised in reception but starts to 
be taught how to be read from Year 1.  Songs and rhymes are a part of the 
daily routine in EYFS. 



What does our Progression of Musical 
Vocabulary look like? Why?

Progressive teaching of music builds on vocabulary for each year 
group. 
Pupil voice videos enables children to demonstrate 
understanding of technical vocabulary linked to the subject.
Links are made to other curriculum subjects .



• How have we sequenced learning 
from EYFS to Year 6? Why?

Our clear sequence for learning begins in 
Nursery and Reception where we have 
designed a rich early years’ curriculum 
inspired by high quality resources.

Broad themes for a half term / term are 
shared between the 2 classes.

Vocabulary is introduced, modelled and 
repeated through planned learning 
opportunities to embed its use



• How have we sequenced learning 
from EYFS to Year 6? Why?



• How do children demonstrate that they 
know more and remember more?

At the beginning of lessons, children are asked to recall prior 
learning.

Throughout lessons there is repetition and revisiting of 
vocabulary.

Assessment is continuous and formative.  Informs future 
planning.



How do we ensure inclusion in Music?

All children are included in every lesson.
Children don’t miss Music lessons for interventions, etc.
Adaptation of teaching, eg use of adapted sheets, practical resources,
TA support.
Lots of focus on practical, speaking and listening activities. Enables more to thrive.
Multi-sensory approach.  Pictorial or visual aids to support understanding.
Visual/kinaesthetic approaches.
Lots of repetition of key words/phrases.  Over-learning by all. Drip feed vocabulary across school day/subjects
Opportunities throughout lessons/sequences of lessons to practise and recap learning.
Partner/paired/group activities.  Choral responses/whole-class response…
Music can boost self esteem 
Growth mindset/learning through mistakes
Music can be a medium to breakdown barriers found in other subjects.
The nature of the subject allows freedom and flexibility in musical expression, preferences and performance. This is 
beneficial, not only for musical development, but for the growth of self-confidence and for the fostering of creative flair 
in all learners.
Careful selection of instruments that all pupils can access.



What policy decisions have we made 
about Music?

• Music is recognised as a discrete discipline. 

• Teaching and Learning must engage

• Use of Charanga scheme across school

• All children to learn to play an instrument (KS1 glockenspiels, KS2 recorders)

• Vocabulary is a priority within our curriculum design – must be taught explicitly and assessed ongoing

• Investment in high quality resourcing throughout

• Opportunities to experience music beyond the school – Come and play with the Halle, BBC Philharmonics, 
Bramhall festival, Young voices, Stockport Town Hall

• Opportunities to perform – Music concerts, links with BHS, Come and Play, Bramhall festival, Young Voices, 
Stockport Town Hall…

• Classical 100 in assemblies

• Singing sessions for KS1 and KS2 weekly



What are the strengths of Music at 
Ladybrook?

• Music is taught in every class each half term using the Charanga scheme

• Clear progression in Music throughout the school starting in early years- progression document which is clear for staff to see what their class are 
working on and what their next steps are.

• All children in KS1 and KS2 play an instrument – KS1 – class set of glockenspiels, KS2 – each child has a recorder. 

• Children who play woodwind in school have an opportunity to play in the lower school band at Bramhall High School. 

• Ladybrook is now a Music Mark School.

• 38% of children playing personal musical instruments (having private lessons at school). Years 3-6. 34 % last year.

• Children can talk confidently about Music, they can refer back to previous learning and remember experiences and skills from previous year 
groups.

• SL to take children to music concerts - Young voice, Stockport town hall, come and play with the Halle

• SL organised a rock band to come into school so children could experience live music and take an interest in different instruments. 

• SL organises live music with the BHS band visiting and the children who play an instrument to show off their talents. 

• SL has organised for the school taking part in sing up days and Greater Manchester Music Hub Primary Schools’ Singing Challenge.

• SL has organised for Year 2 to take part in the Bramhall Singing Festival. 

• SL organised for The Reading fairy (for Nursery Rhyme Week) to visit EYFS. 

• SL organised BBC Philharmonics Earlyears to perform the Gingerbread Man to EYFS and KS1.



How have we constructed and renewed 
the curriculum for Music?

• Subject leader Training: Stockport LA 

• Staff Training: eg Introduction to Charanga

• Use of outside Expertise: BHS staff, Peripatetic teachers, Stockport 
music service links,  


