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How have we constructed and 
renewed the curriculum for Art and 
Design?

● Brief summary of the story so far: Meg Fabian schemes for Drawing and Painting 
adopted over 15 years ago - following staff feedback regarding training needs Textiles / 
Printing progression- influenced by artist: Pat Southern ; 3D/Clay led by subject leader 
(personal passion) + Influence of kiln on premises. Sketch books are well established 
from Year1-6. Children take these through school and can see their own skill 
development grow.

 
● Subject leader Training: Subject leader most recently led training / attending Stockport 

Art Network

● Staff Training: Subject leader has led training for staff. Access Art offers on line CPD

● Use of outside Expertise: AccessArt - We most recently adopted the full curriculum 
from Access Art, including 2 pathways our subject leader created to compliment the 
strong Art teaching already in place. 

 



What policy decisions have we made 
about Art and Design?

•Art  is recognised as a discrete discipline. 

• Teaching and Learning must engage through ass AFL; 

•Vocabulary is a priority within our curriculum design – 
• must be taught explicitly and assessed ongoing

• Investment in high quality resourcing throughout – 
• significant budget each year 

•Opportunities to experience field trips beyond the school 
•  children going to museums and art galleries



What does our Progression for Art 
and Design look like? Why?

Art and Design is like no other 
subject; progression needs to be 
regarded in a different way. 

Children have repeated exposure 
to different aspects of the 
curriculum and may excel in one 
area more than in another. 

Our starting point in Nursery and 
Reception is to introduce relevant 
EYFS Framework objectives from 
Physical Development and 
Expressive Arts



What does our Progression for Art 
and Design look like? Why?

Progression in Art is not linear - it is 
organic and about growth as an artist. 

Our role in school  is to layer experiences 
for each child, through our spiralling 
curriculum in which children continually 
revisit earlier experiences and build their 
learning over time.

Opposite you can see examples of 3 of the 
progressive disciplinary maps we have 
adopted and further developed ourselves 
as a school. They document the 
progressing skills and knowledge that 
children may develop where outcomes for 
children are divergent rather than 
converging towards the same outcome.



What does our Progression for Art 
and Design look like? Why?

Here we link the progressive disciplinary 

maps and the sequence plan 



•How have we sequenced learning 
from EYFS to Year 6? Why?

Our clear sequence for learning begins in 
Nursery and Reception where we have 
designed a rich early years’ curriculum 
with a focus on exploring materials.

Children’s interests lead the learning. We 
have also incorporated mini pathways for 
teachers to offer children in order to 
widen opportunities and use of 
resources.

Vocabulary is introduced, modelled and 
repeated through planned learning 
opportunities to embed its use



• How have we sequenced learning from 
EYFS to Year 6? Why?

Art and Design is taught as a discrete discipline 
supported through our year groups themes. 

Our sequencing of learning for Art and Design has been 
designed by the team to follow 6 pathways per year 
group from Y1-6 linked to 5 essential aspects of art:
● Drawing and sketchbooks
● Print, Colour, collage
● Working in 3 dimensions
● Paint, Surface, texture
● Collaboration and Community



•How have we sequenced learning 
from EYFS to Year 6? Why?

Each pathway is clearly planned lesson by 
lesson with 
● key concepts to be taught articulated
● Vocabulary to be taught listed
● Retrieval questions planned to elicit 

prior knowledge



•How have we sequenced learning 
from EYFS to Year 6? Why?

Each pathway is clearly planned lesson by 
lesson with 
● Links to ‘Talking points’ in which 

artists share their practise
● Links to CPD videos and documents 

for teachers to build expertise



•How do children demonstrate that they 
know more and remember more?

In Drawing and Painting there is a lot of 
practise to build skills with repetition over 
time  - evident in sketch books.  

The annual drawing of a self-portrait 
(beginning in Reception) is one example 
that shows children themselves how they 
are knowing more and remembering more.

AT THE END: The children may produce an artefact or piece
 of art or collaborative. 

AT THE BEGINNING of 
a unit of work: 
Children are asked to 
recall prior learning

DURING a unit of 
work: Children are 
expected to use 
vocabulary being 
taught



•How do children demonstrate that they 
know more and remember more?

AT THE END: The children may produce an artefact or piece
 of art or collaborative. The key is to have time to reflect upon 
progress made and listen to the responses of others to our work



How do we ensure inclusion in Art 
and Design?

Teacher expertise
• Considering factors that support / inhibit learning eg gaps in knowledge/ too much light / proximity of 

child to task/IWB etc
• Pre-teaching where needed
• Valuing experimentation
• Testing practical tasks / Modelling examples
• Use of word banks / Referring to vocabulary during lessons
• Breaking down tasks and building incrementally
• Balance of adult support v independent or peer support

We consider our resourcing:
• Equipment – adapted visual / auditory aids; 

graphite stick / chunky brushes/ masking tape / 
sponges/ range of sensory linked resources

• Space – ensuring pupils with physical needs have 
enough and appropriate space eg table /chair 
heights / use of floor

Art and Design is essential as a means of creative expression

• Children with SEND can excel in Art and Design

• Boosts self confidence

• Gives children agency to develop communication skills

• Provides opportunities for collaboration and individual learning

• Connects learners to the wider world

Physical (Gross/Fine; Sensory ; Self-Regulation


